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Overview of Moldova
Moldova is situated in 
South Eastern Europe, 
north of the Balkan 
Peninsula. With an area 
of 33,846 square kilome-
tres (about 12,600 square 
miles), it is the second 
smallest member of the 
Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States (former 
Soviet Union republics). 
It stretches 350 km from 
North to South and 150 
km from East to West. 
In the North and East 
Moldova borders Ukraine 
and in the West it bor-
ders Romania.

The Republic of Moldova 
has been an independent State since August 27, 1991 following the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. It joined the United Nations on March 
2, 1992. Despite a sometimes turbulent history, it has emerged as a 
stable democratic state based on the rule of law. 

The country’s topography is diverse, ranging from the steppes of 
the North and South, to forested and mountainous highlands in 
the centre. This area retains the ancient name Codru, meaning “old 
forest”. These beautiful forests continue to be of great environmental 
importance. Underground water reserves, mostly drinking water, 
are estimated at 200 million cubic metres. The soil is black earth 
(cernoziom) and is rich in humus. This extremely favourable combi-
nation of climatic and soil conditions creates high yields of cereals, 
grapes, tobacco, fruit and vegetables. Agricultural production con-
tinues to be a bulwark of the economy. Wine production is especially  
important as are the clothing sector, food processing, and informa-
tion and communications technology.
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Key numbers
 

Area:
total: 33 846 square km
land: 33 009 square km
water: 837 square km 

Climate:
Temperate continental (warm 
summers and mild winters)

Natural resources:
Lignite, phosphorites, gypsum, arable 
land, limestone 

Land use:
agricultural lands: 58%  
forest: 13%  
populated area: 9%
other: 20% 

Population: - 4,127,203

Largest cities
1 Chisinau 785,218
2 Tiraspol 158,069
3 Balti 148,561
4 Tighina  97,027
5 Cahul 35,481
6 Ungheni 35,157
7 Soroca 28,407
8 Orhei 25,680

Ethnic groups:
Moldovan 83.7 %
Ukrainian 6.6 %
Russian 1.7 % 
Gagauz 4.5 % 
Romanian 1.4 % 
Bulgarian 1.7 %
Other 0.4 %

Religions:
Eastern Orthodox 93.3% 
Jewish 1.4% 
Baptist and other 5.3% 

Languages:
Moldovan 
Russian 
Gagauz (a Turkish dialect) 

Literacy:
total population: 99.1%  
male: 99.7%, female: 98.5%
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